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Two Columbia team members publish works

Congratulations to Lori Hanson and Shelley Muniz, 
two valued staff members here at Columbia College 
who have both recently published books.
 Art Instructor Lori Hanson, who began teaching 
at Columbia in 2007, created all of the illustrations for 
a children’s book entitled Bubblegum Princess. Written 
by New York-based author Julie Gribble, Bubblegum 
Princess was inspired from the story of the recent 
birth of young Prince George to the Duke and 
Duchess of Cambridge. The story follows Katie, who 
loves to blow bubblegum, even though it is seen as 
un-princess like behavior. She soon meets Will, who 
shares in her love of blowing bubbles, and together, 
teach the entire kingdom to love them as well.
 Hanson says teaching art at Columbia has been 
instrumental in her success as a commercial artist. “An 
important foundation for the work of the Bubblegum 
Princess has been teaching,” she said. “[It] has been 
a critical element in my growth process. I especially 
value the opportunity to work with and learn about 
the innate talents of individual students and their 
creative processes.” Bubblegum Princess was published 
by New York Media Works in July of 2013 and is 
currently available from Amazon.
 Columbia Library Specialist Shelley Muniz 
also has recently published a book of her own. Eagle 
Feathers and Angel Wings: Micah’s Story tells the 
heart-wrenching story of what her son Micah and her 
entire family went through when he was diagnosed 
with acute myelocytic leukemia in the summer of 

1991. Not only did Micah have a constant battle with 
his treatments and fighting the devastating disease, but 
the entire family fought daily with heath care coverage 
costs and the familial struggles that accompany such a 
major illness.
 “When Micah was sick I wrote as a way to 
cope,” Muniz said. “I took notes and made notations 
on calendars, napkins, insurance company billing 
information—anything I could find to write on. I kept 
a journal, as did Micah. After he passed, I continued to 
write, organizing vast amounts of information into an 
order that made sense.”
 It has been nearly 20 years since Micah’s death, 
but many of the issues that Shelley’s family faced 
during his ordeal still appear today. “The main reason 
for my decision to go ahead [with publishing] however 
was the people I meet who are suffering as Micah 
did—families fighting with insurance companies over 
coverage of doctor prescribed medical treatments and 
other medical related issues,” she continued. “It’s just 
not right and it hurts to my core to know that Micah 

has been gone 20 years and 
still these types of issues 
exist within our health care 
system.”
 Eagle Feathers and Angel 
Wings: Micah’s Story is 
also available on Amazon. 
Shelley has been with the 
college with us for 11 
years.

 Please 
join us in 
acknowledging 
two of our 
valued staff 
members and 
their respective 
efforts to 
publish their 
works.  n
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We are now more than half way through Fall 
Semester! The month of October provided a number of 
key events including Claim Jumper Day, which brought 
over 300 high school students to our campus for a day 
of learning about Columbia College programs and 
services. We are excited that these campus visitors may 
soon become Columbia College students. One theme 
that was repeated, again and again, is how friendly 
and welcoming our campus is to visitors. Thank you 
all for creating a learning environment that values and 
respects diversity and makes everyone feel welcome!
 November is roaring in like a lion! On November 
14th we will host our ACCJC Accreditation Site 
Visit Team for their follow-up visit to our campus. 
I appreciate all the hard work that has gone into the 
updating of our Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) 
and addressing two college recommendations: 1) 
That we complete the development and assessment 
of student learning outcomes for all courses and 
programs and develop and assess learning outcomes 
in administrative services, student services, as well 
as the Library and Learning Support Services and 
use the results for improvement of student learning 
and institutional effectiveness; and 2) To fully meet 
the standard, the team recommends the institution 

continue to assess the evaluation mechanisms through 
a systematic review of their effectiveness in improving 
instructional programs, student support services, the 
library and other learning support services. I would 
like to personally acknowledge the hard work of both 
teams and the leadership of our Interim Vice President 
of Student Learning Chris Vitelli. Please thank these 
individuals for their hard work on our response to 
the recommendations. Team 1: Kathy Sullivan, Micha 
Miller, Craig Johnston, Dave Chestnut, Chris Vitelli 
Matthew Christman (Student); Team 2: Gary Whitfield, 
Raelene Juarez, Wendy Griffiths-Bender, Tom Johnson, 
Nancy Bull and Aiko Gonzalez (Student).
 Columbia College is recognized as our 
community’s resource center for higher education, 
as well cultural, environmental, civic and global 
awareness. We invite you to come and be a part of this 
exciting and engaging learning community.

Warm Regards,

Leslie Buckalew, Ed.D.
Interim President

Dr. Leslie Buckalew

A note from the Interim President

T he Associated Students of 
Columbia College (ASCC) will 
host a Youth Leadership Forum 
at Columbia College on Tuesday, 
November 12 from 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m. The ASCC is inviting youth 
leadership representatives from 
the surrounding high schools to 
join in and discuss how the tools of 
communication, collaboration, and 
time management can be applied 
across a variety of situations, and 
how they may one day become 
involved in leadership roles at both 
the Columbia College and Yosemite 
Community College District levels.
 “Our goal is to provide the 
essential tools to high school leaders 
to use and transition to other forms of leadership,” 
said Doralyn Foletti, ASCC  Advisor. “Whether that 
leadership is applied at a higher education institute, 
leadership in the local community, at the state level, 
or leadership in the work place, students will have a 
clearer understanding of the principles of leadership.” 

ASCC hosting Youth Leadership Forum November 12
  The day will be broken out 
into three workshops. The first 
workshop will be on enhancing 
communication, collaboration, 
and time management skills. The 
second break out session will be 
on the California Community 
College system and leadership 
opportunities that are available 
within the system. The last session 
will focus on leadership within the 
YCCD  Students will come away 
with an awareness of the leadership 
opportunities that are available to 
them in their own backyard. 
        Each participating high 
school may bring up to 20 student 
representatives. Columbia College 
will be providing lunch by the 

Columbia College Culinary Program, and schools may 
request reimbursement for any travel fees. Interested 
schools must RSVP to Doralyn Foletti (209.588-
5111, folettid@yosemite.edu) no later than Monday, 
November 4.  n

Doralyn Foletti with ASCC President Matt 
Christman at recent Claim Jumper Day
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Creating a culture of Accreditation

SSSP—a new model for matriculation

I  t seems like we have been in the middle of 
“accreditation” for a couple of years, and while this is 
true, the reality is the “primary purpose of accredited 
institutions is to foster learning in its students… by 
maintaining an ongoing, self-reflective dialogue about 
quality and improvement” (ACCJC, Accreditation 
Standards, Edited Version Nov 2012). Therefore, our 
goal in essence, is to create a culture of accreditation 
and continuous quality improvement in everything we 
do.
 So yes, every six years, we participate in a formal 
process for comprehensive review, self-assessment, and 
evaluation to certify our accreditation, but the goal is 
to create a culture of continuous quality improvement 
to assure students and the greater public that we meet 
or exceed the standards of good practice established 
by the Western Association of Schools and Colleges 
(WASC), Accrediting Commission for Community 
and Junior Colleges (ACCJC).
 In November 2013, we will host the 
Accreditation Follow-up Team to review and discuss 
our efforts to address the recommendations relating to 

the use of SLO assessment results leading to continuous 
quality improvement for our courses and programs 
as well as demonstrating how our college goals and 
measurable objectives develop sustainable evaluation 
mechanisms that lead to improvement at all levels. 
Sometime in early 2014, we’ll receive a formal response 
from ACCJC, and if all goes well, the Commission will 
“reaffirm” our accreditation status.  
 As an institution, it doesn’t end there. It is our 
responsibility to continue the dialogue and efforts 
to meet the standards of the ACCJC to strive for 
continuous quality improvement in all we do.  As a 
team, it is imperative that we work to continue to 
include processes that are ongoing, systematic and 
used to evaluate and improve student learning and 
achievement. It is not just a “check in the box” and 
then we wait until the next cycle. If we are responsive, 
diligent, and responsible in our approach, we’ll continue 
our process of accreditation and evaluation—it is the 
key to effectively “foster learning in our students” as an 
accredited institution of higher education.  

—Chris Vitelli, Interim VP of Student Learning  

Throughout the past couple of years, we have been 
reading and learning about the Student Success Task 
Force Recommendations. The recommendations 
were chock-full of strategies to improve retention, 
matriculation, partnerships with high schools, 
professional development, student engagement “best 
practices,” and overall strategies to get students closer 
to their educational and professional goals.  
 While there are several initiatives that will likely 
evolve from these recommendations, we now have the 
first with the new “matriculation” model for student 
services—the Student Success and Support Program 
(SSSP) Plan. Columbia College is in the initial stages of 
planning for this new model of service for our students 
and will be working throughout this academic year to 
plan for implementation.
 The goals of the Student Success and Support 
Program are to:
•	 Facilitate,	promote,	and	increase	student	success	

(students making progress toward and reaching 
their declared education goal provided on the 
student education plan (SEP).

•	 Provide	at	least	an	abbreviated	SEP	to	all	entering	
students with a priority focus on students who 
enroll to earn degrees, career technical certificates, 
transfer preparation, or career advancement.

•	 Provide	orientation,	assessment,	and	counseling,	
advising, and other education planning services to 
all first-time students.

•	 Provide	students	with	any	assistance	needed	
to define their course of study and develop a 
comprehensive SEP by the end of the third term but 
no later than completion of 15 units.

•	 Provide	follow-up	services,	especially	to	students	
identified as at-risk (students enrolled in basic 
skills courses, students who have not identified an 
education goal and course of study, or students on 
academic or progress probation)-. 

 The College is required to develop and 
implement a local SSSP plan by fall 2014. In the 
coming months, a local implementation team will be 
formalized to begin the collaborative discussions as 
to how we will matriculate our students—ultimately 
providing them the support needed to accomplish 
their educational goals.  Additionally, in the spring 
semester, we will host college-wide forums to discuss 
strategies to implement the new SSSP plan.  
 To learn more about the SSSP plan, visit http://
extranet.cccco.edu/Divisions/StudentServices.aspx or 
contact Dean of Student Services, Dr. Melissa Raby at 
rabym@yosemite.edu. 

—Chris Vitelli, Interim VP of Student Learning  

AccreditationFollow-Up Report

Columbia College 2013

Prepared for the Accrediting Commission for Community and Junior CollegesWestern Association of Schools and CollegesOctober 10, 2013
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Foundation Mini Grants support varied projects 
for student success

West Side Trail exhibit now open

C   olumbia College students will continue to benefit 
from a variety of special projects this year, all suggested 
by faculty and staff and funded by the Columbia 
College Foundation’s successful mini grant program. 
Applications for fall will be reviewed in coming weeks 
for funding in January.
 The program started in 2011 with annual 
funding from the Wise Family Trust, and has 
supported a wide variety of projects and services. 
Among them:
•	 Costs	for	automotive	certificates	and	GED	
 exams
•	 Spring	and	fall	health	fair	activities
•	 Support	for	basketball	and	volleyball	teams
•	 Field	trips
•	 Creative	writing	guest	speaker
•	 Debate	team	competitions

M  any local residents are keenly aware of the West 
Side Trail, located approximately a mile northeast 
from Tuolumne off Buchanan Road. Although it was 
a former railroad grade for the West Side Lumber 
Company and a major artery for hauling timber 
out from the Stanislaus National Forest, it has been 
abandoned since the early 1960s and is now a popular 
walking trail.
 As it is a widely used and enjoyed recreation 
area, the Bureau of Land Management spearheaded 
a project to install interpretative kiosks and new 
signs along the West Side Trail to enrich the overall 
experience. “The West Side Trail is an amazing 
recreational trail with outstanding views of the North 
Fork of the Tuolumne River canyon,” said James 

Barnes, archaeologist in the BLM Mother 
Lode Field Office. “The new interpretive 
signs will enhance the enjoyment of trail 
users."
 Four Columbia College interns 
participated in various aspects of the 
research, design, and production of 
these new kiosks and signs, and were 
chosen due to their demonstrated skills 
in illustration and design. An exhibit of 

the project that includes reproductions of the kiosks 
and signs as well as project memorabilia and photos of 
the trail itself debuted in the Manzanita Rotunda on 

October 17 and are still on display. The exhibit, funded 
by a grant from the National Science Foundation, 
highlights the extensive role that Columbia students 
held in creating these new signs and kiosks for one 
of our most treasured community resources. The 

exhibit will 
remain on display 
through the end 
of November. A 
reception open 
to the public will 
be held on Friday, 
November 8, from 
5:30 to 7:00pm.  n

•	 College	choir’s	annual	tour
•	 Supplies	for	the	Columbia	College	Fire	Department
•	 Shade	umbrellas	for	library	patios
 The Foundation’s goal with mini grants is to 
provide a quick and easy way for faculty and staff to 
meet student needs that can’t be met by scholarships 
or other sources of funding, but that are key to student 
success. Applications can be for $100 to $1,000 or 
more, and the Foundation expects to make about 15 
awards each year. 
 “We’ve been pleased with the range of creative projects 
proposed by faculty and staff,” said Foundation Board 
President Mel Kirk. “Being able to support college staff 
and students during these challenging times is very 
rewarding for the Foundation.” 

—Amy Nilson, Director of Development

Automotive Technology 
students

Fire Technology class

Multimedia instructor 
Kath Christensen and Pam 
Conners, writer, teamed up on 
the project

Trail visitors admire the finished signage

Historical railroad items on display

Intern students assist in 
exhibit installation
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Campus events
Redbud Ribbon 
Cutting 
Columbia College, Modesto 
Junior College, and Yosemite 
Community College District 
representatives were all on 
hand for the official Redbud 
building ribbon cutting 
ceremony, which was held on 
Tuesday, September 10. The 
event was also teleconferenced 
live to Modesto Junior College. 
The Redbud building houses 

both Columbia College classes as well as Modesto Jr. 
College Allied Health classes.

 Redbud is the new, permanent location for the MJC 
Nursing - Distance Learning program at Columbia 
College. Until recently, the MJC Nursing Program’s 
distance learning classes were located off campus 
in Sonora. Moving the MJC Nursing program 
to the Columbia College campus provides for a 
more cohesive learning experience for the distance 
learning students. The Redbud building is located near 
the new Science and Natural Resources building and 
the Sequoia building.

2nd Annual Claim Jumper Day 
The College was pleased to host our second annual 
Claim Jumper Day on Thursday, October 3. Over 300 
area high school students came out to tour the campus 
and learn more about the opportunities available 
here at Columbia College. Prizes were given out to a 
handful of lucky students, and our Culinary program 
students were on hand to make lunch for everyone. 
 Columbia College greatly values the relationship 
with area high schools and recognizes the need for 
collaboration to positively impact students’ education, 
and Claim Jumper Day is an extremely impactful 

way to facilitate this collaboration. The turnout was 
fantastic and presented an excellent opportunity for 
students to get acquainted with the Career Technical 
Education and Arts & Sciences program booths, as 
well as the various Special Programs that are available 
to enhance their education.

35th Annual Jazz Series underway 
Another year, another successful Columbia Jazz 
Artist Series is underway! This year’s series, the 
35th, was kicked off with a special double concert 
weekend on Saturday, Oct 5 and Sunday, Oct 6. 
The concerts featured top jazz performers, vocalist 
Elaine Gibbs and woodwind artist Paul Contos, 
with the 20-piece Columbia Big Band and 
singers. The remaining dates and featured artists 
for this year’s series are: Nov 9-10 – Barbara 
Morrison; Dec 8 – It’s a Big Band Christmas; 
Jan 19 – Johnny Valdez; Jan 31 and Feb 1 – Big 
Band Jazz Festival Weekend; Feb 28 and March 
1 – Vocal Jazz Festival Weekend; April 19 – 
Latin Jazz.
 All Jazz Series concerts are held in 
the 180-seat Dogwood Forum Theater. Tickets 
for each concert are $20 for reserved seating and 
may be purchased two weeks prior at the College’s 
Manzanita Bookstore, Mountain Bookshop in Sonora, 
or by calling (209) 588-5126.  Season tickets are also 
available at a discounted price and may be purchased 
by calling Gaylin Ray at (209) 559-0565. Remaining 
seats may be available for purchase at the door.

A “Major Event“ for Child Development
Child Development hosted its first “Major Event” 
on October 15. The purpose of the event was to 
give students better information about the available 
pathways for certificates, degrees and careers. 
Counselors, child care center staff, and advisory 
committee members joined faculty in creating a café 
style space for students to explore. Approximately 30 
students attended, several have already followed up 
with counseling to create or revise educational plans. 
Everyone enjoyed connecting with and getting to know 
each other better.  n

From left: CBOC committee member Jeff Phillips, Student 
Trustee Erik Vorsatz, Interim President Leslie Buckalew, 
Trustee Lynn Martin, Chancellor Joan Smith, Trustee Abe 
Rojas, Dean Mike Torok and Dean Patrick Bettencourt

Tickets for individual concerts available 2 weeks prior at the Mountain Bookshop (Junction) or  College Manzanita Bookstore at 588.5126

columbia 
jazz 

artist 
series 

2013-2014

apr 19
latin jazz + mario flores

feb 28-mar 1vocal jazz festival

oct 5-6
paul contos + elaine gibbs

jan 19
johhny valdez jan 31-feb1big band festival + mic gillette

nov 9-10barbara morrison

dec 8
big band xmas + bob secor

info 209.588.5211email harrisr@yosemite.eduseason tickets box office 209.559.0565 

35 th season

at columbia college

th season

jazz

MJC staff demonstration

Child Development students get informed
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Congratulations to 
Michelle Vidaurri, who has 
recently been hired as 
the new Administrative 
Specialist for the Student 
Learning Division at 
Columbia College. 
Michelle began her 
employment in the 
Financial Aid office in 
July 2004 where she 
was responsible for 
application verification 

and was the primary contact for students and outreach.  
In 2010, she was assigned the position of Financial Aid 
Specialist and was then responsible for the department’s 
technology as well as the coordination of the veterans 
program. Michelle earned her Bachelor of Arts degree 
in Organizational Management with a concentration 
in accounting in 2010. Currently she is working on her 
Master in Business Administration degree which will 
be completed in May 2014. She enjoys spending her 
free time with her daughter Grace, and her chocolate 
lab, Marley who are equally fun and full of energy! 
Please stop by her office at Manzanita 12 to say hello 
in person, or congratulate her via email at vidaurrim@
yosemite.edu or via phone at (209) 588-5381.

Congratulations are 
also in order for Tiffany 
Moore, who is the newest 
Administrative Technician 
for the Career Technical 
Education program. 
Tiffany began her 
employment at Columbia 
College in the Instructional 
Materials Center in August 
2011 where she performed 
a wide variety of duties as 
an Administrative Technician. In April 2013, she was 
re-assigned as an Administrative Specialist on a short-
term contract in the CTE department before becoming 
hired full-time. Before working at Columbia College, 
Tiffany was employeed in the banking business for 
10 years. She loves spending time outdoors with her 
husband Will and their two children, Parker and Taylor. 
Tiffany is thankful for the positive atmosphere here at 
Columbia and for the friends she’s made. Visit Tiffany 
at her office in Laurel, or say hello via email at mooret@
yosemite.edu or via phone at (209) 588-5198.  n

New faces at Columbia College 

Amy Nilson joins the Columbia College team as our new 
Director of Development for the Columbia College 
Foundation. Amy spent 14 years as development 
director at Sierra Repertory Theatre, where she 
helped grow a diverse funding base for the region’s 
largest nonprofit arts organization. She has also been 
a freelance writer and nonprofit consultant and grant 
writer with a number of local nonprofits including 
ATCAA, Habitat for Humanity and the Sonora Area 
Foundation. Before joining SRT, Amy was a reporter 
and editor at The Union Democrat for more than a 
decade, and holds degrees in journalism and economics 
from San Francisco State University. She is excited 
with this opportunity to bring years of community 
knowledge and nonprofit experience to help advance 
Columbia College. Amy is currently president of the 
Soroptimist International of Twain Harte, an avid hiker 
and a member of Tuolumne County Aquatics Masters 
swim program. She and her husband, Chuck Baum, live 
in Twain Harte and have one son, Kevin, a graduate of 
Summerville High School and a junior at UC Berkeley. 
Amy’s office is located in Tamarack 120 and she can 
be reached via email at nilsona@yosemite.edu or via 
phone at (209) 588-5055.

Join us in extending 
a warm welcome 
to Tracey Hickey, the 
new Administrative 
Assistant to the 
Counseling Department 
at Columbia College. 
Tracey brings a broad 
range of administrative 
experience gained in past 
positions in Australia such 
as Hangar Support Officer at Merimbula Aircraft 
Maintenance where she developed and implemented 
office administrative systems to increase efficiency 
and quality. She served at the Pambula Community 
Health Centre where she worked as an Administrative 
Officer providing reception and office support for 
the dental clinic and at Wodonga Regional Health 
Service where she served as an administrative officer 
providing clerical assistance to staff and patients alike. 
Tracey recently married and moved to Jamestown 
from Australia where she now lives with her husband, 
Chris Hickey, and their five children. Please stop by 
Manzanita 15 and say “G’day” to Tracey, or drop her a 
line via email at hickeyt@yosemite.edu or via phone at 
(209) 588-5109.

Tracey Hickey

Tiffany Moore

Amy Nilson Michelle Vidaurri
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Newsbytes 
Columbia’s Marta Magistrali wins 
Art Award
Congratulations to Columbia 
Adjunct Art Instructor Marta 
Magistrali, who was recently 
awarded a first place prize at the 
recent 2013 KVIE Art Auction! Held 
annually in Sacramento and hosted 
and aired by KVIE Public Television 
Channel 6, the Art Auction features 
hundreds of works (over 250 
this year) from several different 
mediums. Artists donate their work 
in exchange for two tickets to the 
event (valued at $100), and the 
money generated from selling the 
works of art at the auction go to 

funding KVIE.
 Marta’s piece, a sculpture entitled As Easy 
as Riding a Bike, won first place in the sculpture 
category among some fierce competition. It sold for 
$250 and was the second piece Marta has submitted 
to the Art Auction after donating one last year. 
“The original piece was about the idea of victory 
and accomplishment, but when I added the tar and 
tacks it takes on a more interesting twist,” she said 
of her sculpture. “The tar makes the ‘going’ not so 
easy. It drags you down. The tacks are like small 
land mines that can deflate the hopes or successes.  
But she [the subject] is still triumphant in her 
attitude.” Please join us in congratulating Marta!

Sherie Newman in the news
If you picked up a copy of the Modesto Bee 
on September 29, you more than likely saw a 
piece about our very own Health and Human 
Performance adjunct professor Sherie Newman and 
her successful yoga studio in Downtown Sonora. 
Sherie has owned and operated the 
Sonora Yoga Loft for the past nine 
years, and she along with several 
other teachers offer over a dozen 
classes every week to people from 
all different backgrounds and fitness 
levels.
 Nearly 20 years ago in 1996, 
Sherie injured her knee while doing 
a more high-impact workout, which 
kept her from going to the gym and 
made managing her Santa Barbara 
restaurant difficult. After speaking 

with a particularly lithe and agile regular customer 
about what she does to stay in shape, Sherie learned 
of the powerful healing and training effects that the 
3,000 year old practice of yoga could provide. She 
has been hooked ever since.
 Sherie offers yoga courses here as well, and 
has taught at Columbia for 12 years. In the Modesto 
Bee article, she offers up some advice for beginners 
thinking about taking up yoga. “Be open-minded 
and try not to compare your poses, body, flexibilities 
and strengths with anyone else. Be inspired by 
others rather than defeated. Contact the studio 
owner or yoga teacher to determine if the class is 
right for you. Be informed of the different types and 
levels of classes offered. I can’t overemphasize the 
importance of finding the appropriate class for your 
needs and intention.”

Marta Magistrali

Sherie Newman

Micha Miller and Taylor Skokan at Commencement 2013

Dr. Micha Miller honored by Stanford
As part of an effort to ascertain the path taken to 
one of the country’s most prestigious university, 
the faculty at Stanford give all incoming freshmen 
a chance to call out past teachers that have given 
a particularly helpful hand or left a memorable 
experience with them. Former Columbia student 
and Stanford University freshman Taylor Skokan 
did just that, and called out our very own Dr. Micha 
Miller! 
 As Stanford Dean of Undergraduate 
Admission and Financial Aid Richard H. Shaw said 
in a letter to Columbia College Interim President 
Leslie Buckalew, “To acknowledge the significant yet 
often overlooked contributions from teachers and 
mentors, Stanford University is pleased to sponsor 
the Teacher Tribute Initiative…I am delighted to 
inform you that a member of your community, Dr. 
Micha Miller, has been selected by Taylor Skokan to 
receive this special honor.” Dr. Miller also received 
a certificate from Stanford recognizing his positive 
impact on Taylor’s life.  n
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Basketball season in the air

november meetings

1  Fri
College Council
1:00 pm
MCR

13  Wed
YCCD Board of Trustees
YCCD Board Rm/Modesto
5:30 pm

6 & 15
Women’s Volleyball 
Home Games 
6:00pm
Oak Pavilion

8  
West Side Trail Exhibit 
Public Reception
5:30 to 7:00pm
Manzanita Rotunda 

9-10  
Barbara Morrison Jazz 
Series Concert
7:00pm Sat, 2:00pm Sun
Dogwood Forum

Columbia College 
President’s rePort

InSite is published each month 
excluding summer months. 
Editorial contributions are 
encouraged and due on the 
last day of each month prior to 
publication. Submit editorial 
materials to the President’s 
Office.

Dr. Leslie Buckalew
Interim Columbia College 
President   

Coni Chavez
Executive Assistant 
to the President

Gail Segerstrom 
IMC Graphic Arts Specialist

Kyle Elkins
IMC/Mailroom Administrative 
Technician

Cathy Brown
IMC Administrative Assistant

President’s Office
209.588.5115
Email chavezc@yosemite.edu
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Recently, I have had the pleasure 
of working with many of you in 
documenting what you do, how you 
do it, and the outcomes of those efforts 
for your program reviews. I have also 
been wading through the SLOs data in 
providing summaries. What I’m finding is 
a beautiful patchwork quilt that describes 
how our college is/has been identifying 
and meeting student needs. So, this is 
new? No, Columbia has always worked 
to improve its services and learning 
outcomes for students. The difference is 
that now it’s documented in ways that 
go well beyond spreadsheets of students’ 
grades. We now have descriptions of the student 
experience, along with the evaluations and strategies 
planned to improve them from “inside the fence” 
found in our SLOs and program reviews.
 Here is just a tiny overview of some of the 
content: Detailed descriptions of the students’ 
frustration in processing paperwork or in waiting 
in long lines, their struggle in grasping abstract 
ideas and concepts or specific portions of the course 
content, and/or difficulty in expressing themselves 
effectively. This is then followed by the strategies 
that are being taken, or that have been taken to meet 
those needs, e.g., enhancing the availability and 
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scheduling of services or the sequencing 
of course content and textbooks, 
collecting recommendations from 
surveys, revamping course presentations 
to increase participation, incorporating 
technology and electronic tools to increase 
learning and to reach more students, and 
flipping the classroom to engage more 
interactive learning. Is it working? In 
many cases, yes!  
 I have heard from many of you 
that working on your SLOs or program 
review feels like so much busy work. I 
would probably have agreed with you 
until I started combing through your SLO 

and program review inputs. What I am finding is a 
chronicle of the students’ struggle, the efforts that are 
being taken to address them, and what is working or 
didn’t work at the end of the day. You have always done 
this. It’s just that now, it’s recorded. In essence, we are 
building a history of the students’ challenges and our 
efforts to evolve our programs and services to meet 
them.  
 I look forward to providing the summaries to 
the College in the near future. In the meantime, you 
can find the raw data on the IRO SharePoint site: 
https://sp-protal.yosemite.edu/data/cc-research/
ccplanning. n

Fall is in the air, and in addition 
to cooler weather and leaves 
turning colors, autumn also 
means we are getting ready 
for another successful year for 
the Columbia Claimjumpers Men’s 
Basketball team! The schedule is 
on the right, and home games at 
Oak Pavilion are in bold. Season 
passes are $60 and include 
Red Seat seating for all games 
as well as all remaining home 
volleyball games—individual 
tickets are $8 for Red Seats, $5 
for adult upstairs seats, and $2 
for upstairs seats for students 
K-College. Contact Athletic 
Director Nathan Rien via 
email (rienn@yosemite.edu) or 
phone (209.588.5182) for more 
information. Come out and 
support your team!"

	  
COLUMBIA	  BASKETBALL	  
2013-‐2014	  SCHEDULE	  

	  
	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  DAY	   	   DATE	   	   OPPONENT	   	   	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	   SITE	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  TIME	  	  	  

Thu-‐Sat	   Nov	  7-‐9	   Las	  Positas	  College	  Tournament	   	   Livermore	   	   TBA	  
Fri	   	   Nov	  15	  	   San	  Joaquin	  Delta	  College	   	   	   Stockton	   	   5PM	  
Thu-‐Sat	   Nov	  21-‐23	   Cosumnes	  River	  College	  Tournament	  	   Elk	  Grove	   	   TBA	  
Tue	   	   Nov	  26	  	   WILLIAM	  JESSUP	  JV	  	   	   	   	   SONORA	   	   6PM	  
Sat	   	   Nov	  30	  	   COLLEGE	  OF	  MARIN	   	   	   	   SONORA	   	   6PM	  
Tue-‐Sat	   Dec	  3-‐7	   Modesto	  JC	  Tournament	   	   	   Modesto	   	   TBA	  
Fri-‐Sun	  	   Dec	  20-‐22	   San	  Joaquin	  Delta	  College	  Tournament	   Stockton	   	   TBA	  
Sat	   	   Jan	  4	   	   Gavilan	  College	  	   	   	   	   Gilroy	   	   	   3PM	  
Wed	   	   Jan	  8	   	   COLLEGE	  OF	  SEQUOIAS#	   	   	   SONORA	   	   6PM	  
Sat	   	   Jan	  11	   	   WEST	  HILLS	  COLLEGE#	   	   	   SONORA	   	   6PM	  
Wed	   	   Jan	  15	   	   Reedley	  College#	   	   	   	   Reedley	   	   6PM	  
Sat	   	   Jan	  18	   	   Merced	  College#	   	   	   	   Merced	   	   7PM	  
Wed	   	   Jan	  22	   	   PORTERVILLE	  COLLEGE#	   	   	   SONORA	   	   5PM	  
Sat	   	   Jan	  25	   	   FRESNO	  CITY	  COLLEGE#	   	   	   SONORA	   	   6PM	  
Wed	   	   Jan	  29th	   Bye	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	  
Sat	   	   Feb	  1	   	   College	  of	  Sequoias#	   	   	   	   Visalia	   	   	   6PM	  
Wed	   	   Feb	  5	   	   West	  Hills	  College#	   	   	   	   Coalinga	   	   6PM	  
Sat	   	   Feb	  8	   	   REEDLEY	  COLLEGE#	   	   	   	   SONORA	   	   6PM	  
Wed	   	   Feb	  12	  	   MERCED	  COLLEGE#	   	   	   	   SONORA	   	   7PM	  
Sat	   	   Feb	  15	  	   Porterville	  College#	   	   	   	   Porterville	   	   3PM	  
Wed	   	   Feb	  19	  	   Fresno	  City	  College#	   	   	   	   Fresno	  	   	   7PM	  
Sat	   	   Feb	  22	  	   Bye	  
Wed	   	   Feb	  26	  	   Regional	  Playoffs:	  Play-‐in	  Round	   	   TBA	   	   	   TBA	  
Fri/Sat	  	   Feb	  28/Mar	  1	   Regional	  Playoffs:	  1st	  Round	   	   	   TBA	   	   	   TBA	  
Wed	  	   	   Mar	  5	   	   Regional	  Playoffs:	  Sweet	  16	   	   	   TBA	   	   	   TBA	  
Sat	   	   Mar	  8	   	   Regional	  Final:	  Elite	  8	   	   	   	   TBA	   	   	   TBA	  
Sat	   	   Mar	  15	  	   State	  Playoff:	  Final	  4	   	   	   	   Cerritos	  College	   TBA
	   	  
BOLD	  CAPS	  indicate	  Home	  Game	  
#	  indicates	  Central	  Valley	  Conference	  game	   	  
	  

	  
Interim	  President	   	   Leslie	  Buckalew	   	   209.588.5115	  
Dean	  of	  Arts	  &	  Science	   Mike	  Torok	   	   	   209.588.5087	  
Athletic	  Director	   	   Nathan	  Rien	   	   	   209.588.5182	  
	  

Head	  Coach	   	   	   Rob	  Hoyt	   	   	   209.588.5184	  
Asst.	  Coach	   	   	   Rick	  Francis	   	   	   209.588.5184	  
Athletic	  Office	  	   	   Samantha	  Westgate	   	   209.588.5180	   	  
	  

	  
Columbia	  College	  Men’s	  Basketball	  –	  11600	  Columbia	  College	  Dr	  –	  Sonora,	  CA	  95370	  


