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College musical performances 
help usher in holiday season

The Symphony of the Sierra, under its new 
conductor Mic Harper, began its fall season 
on November 22 and 23 at Columbia College’s 
Dogwood Forum and Bret Harte High School 
Performing Arts Center in Angels Camp, 
respectively.

The program included Dvorak’s Slavonic 
Dance No. 1, J.S. Bach’s Sleepers Awake, Bizet’s 
L’Arlesienne, Suite No. 2, Rimsky-Korsakov’s 
Procession of the Nobles, and Holst’s Jupiter-Bringer 
of Jollity. Featured as a soloist was Pat O’Gara, an 
accomplished French horn player. 

A native of Redwood City, Harper has 
performed with the Stockton Youth Orchestra, 
Chico Symphony and Olympia Symphony in 
Washington, as well as the Symphony of the Sierra. 
She taught private music lessons in 1992 and began 
teaching at the Vallecito Union School District in 
late 1993.

In 2004, Mr. Holland’s Opus Foundation 

recognized Harper for her commitment to 
educating children in music. She was invited to New 
York where a $10,000 award was presented to her on 
stage at Carnegie Hall.

Columbia College Community Chorus 
Conductor John Carter promises to get audiences 
in the Christmas spirit on December 5, 6 and 7. 
All performances of their “Glorious Sounds of the 
Season” concert will be at the Sonora Opera Hall. 
Friday’s and Saturday’s performances will be at 8:00 
pm, and Sunday’s will be at 3:00 pm.

The choral will feature three choruses from 
Handel’s Messiah; German carols “Lo, How a Rose 
E’er Blooming” and “Silent Night, Holy Night”; and 

continued page 2

Glorious 
sounds

season

$10 presale / $12 at the door; $5 twelve and under

Tickets available at: Sonora Music, The Mountain Bookshop, 

Manzanita Bookstore, Village Tunes, Murphys Music Co.

Information: 209.586.5965

Friday & Saturday 8pm 

Sunday 3pm

Sonora Opera Hall

december  5-7,  2008

Columbia College 

Community Chorus

John Carter, Conductor

Columbia College 
Big Band 
and 
Bob Secor, 
piano & trumpet

columbia 
college 
jazz series

TICKETS  $12  Reserved Seating 
available at Mountain Bookshop,  Manzanita Bookstore, 
Murphys Music Company, or by phone 588-5126    For Info  588-5211

sunday dec 14 • 3pm  
college dogwood 
theater

and
friday dec 19 • 8pm 
at the lumberyard
536.1445 for dinner reservations & tickets

college big band with 

bob secor
on piano 

& trumpet

thanks to dorothea’s christmas, sonora

big
christmas
band

it’s a



insite 

�    december 2008

insite 
President’s Note

How quickly time passes! As we prepare for 
this holiday season, I want to thank everyone at 
Columbia College for all their efforts and support 
over the past year. Only through all of your hard 
work could we have succeeded in accomplishing as 
much as we did. This team spirit is what enabled our 
small college to gain state and national recognition 
as a leader in higher education.
 We received the prestigious Hewlett 
Foundation Award for our leadership in basic 
skills. We also received a federal Title III grant for 
$2 million over five years, which will be used for 
forwarding the college’s distance education program 
and assisting in resource development by creating 
a Columbia College Foundation and Grants Office. 
In addition, our recycling program request for 
$35,000 was selected by the California Department 
of Conservation for purchase of campus recycling 
stations, consumer education, and funding of a 
part-time student worker to assist in coordination.
 Three Measure E building project ground-
breakings involved major coordination over the 

past six months: Public Safety Center, Madrone 
Building project, and the Child Development 
Training and Family Care Services Center. I am so 
thankful for everyone’s help in conducting these 
public ceremonies. Please plan on joining us for the 
ribbon-cutting ceremonies next year!
 Columbia College is celebrating its 40th 
anniversary this year. We, as a college, are poised 
for growth in all areas over the next 40 years. We 
welcome the community to come participate in any 
and every way possible.
 During the winter break, enjoy the holidays 
with your family and friends. Here’s wishing you 
and your loved ones the peace and joy that comes 
with this special season!

All my best,

Joan Smith, Ed.D.
President

Dr. Joan Smith

Music  continued from page 1

selections from Frackenpohl’s Winter Celebrations. 
Soloists Julie Sieben and Linda Carter will perform 
selections from Vivaldi’s Gloria. Sing-alongs of 
familiar Christmas songs will be encouraged to get 
everyone in a festive mood.

Upcoming Columbia College Jazz Series 
performances on December 14 at 3:00 pm in the 
Dogwood Forum and on December 19 at 8:00 pm 
at the Lumberyard Brewing Company stage in 
Standard will also help usher in the holidays. The 
college Big Band will be joined by Bob Secor on 
piano and trumpet for “It’s a Big Band Christmas.” 

A regular with the Jazz Series for more than 

ten years, Secor is a versatile performer and talented 
composer, whose credits include more than 200 
arrangements for jazz combo/band, concert band 
and orchestra. Some of his original arrangements 
include “Theme from the Naked Gun,” “Sunny Side 
of the Street,” and “When You’re Smiling.” 

Secor has toured the country with some of 
the most prominent names in music, among them 
the Jimmy Dorsey and Nelson Riddle Orchestras, 
Buddy Rich Band, and Mike Vax’s Great American 
Jazz Band. Originally from Oakland, he now lives in 
Stockton and performs regularly in the Bay Area.  n

Mic Harper

John Carter

Rod Harris

Recent Columbia 
Big Band concert 

with guest artist Lee 
Durley on left
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Students challenged by
Thanksgiving calorie burn-off

H-HP Instructors Chrys Day (l.) and April Walker pose next to Thanksgiving calorie chart    

The Columbia College Foundation’s latest annual 
report is now available through the president’s 
office. The theme is “Invest in education to prepare 
tomorrow’s workforce” and highlights on its cover a 
number of Columbia graduates, who have gone on 
to achieve noteworthy careers locally.
 Among the featured graduates are Richard 
“Duke” York, Tuolumne County deputy director 
of public works; Crispin Holland, forest biologist 
with the Stanislaus National Forest; Kristine 
Haugh, ICU nurse at Sonora Regional Medical 
Center; Nick Schader, quality assurance technician 
at Front Porch, Inc.; Mike Noonan, Cal Fire unit 

chief; Chris Sedler, 
automotive technology 
teacher at Calaveras 
High; Dr. Ben Schifrin, 
Doctors Medical 
Center emergency 
medical physician; 
Mitch Heldstab, grade 
level coordinator at 
Summerville High; 
Raymond Mansu, chef 
de cuisine at Jackson 

Foundation’s Annual Report 
for 2008 now available

For several years, the health and human 
performance department staff have encouraged 
students to anticipate gaining extra calories from 
their Thanksgiving meal and exercising them off—
in advance! 
 Here’s how it worked. Instructors created 
a poster with typical dishes that are served at a 
Thanksgiving meal from buttered mashed potatoes 
to turkey and of course, a rich dessert. Each dish 
is identified by its calorie count, which is marked 
on the poster. Students plan on what they will 
consume, along with the total number of calories. 
Then, they use the gym’s aerobic exercise machines 
and indoor track to work them off before the 
actual meal. Now, that’s the way to enjoy a full 
Thanksgiving meal with no guilt!  n

Rancheria’s Raging River Restaurant; 
and Angie Ford, child development 
teacher at Linden High.
 In addition, interviews with 
several foundation donors appear within the report. 
Among them, Anne Cavagnaro, math professor at 
Columbia College; Dwain McDonald, foundation 
board member and retired deputy superintendent 
of Tuolumne County Schools; Dirk Travis, Sonora 
High photography teacher; Diane Wirth, YCCD 
vice chancellor of human resources; and Dr. David 
Stranz, president of 
Sierra Analytics.
 The annual 
report identifies how 
foundation funds were 
used principally for 
student scholarships 
and program support 
projects. A list of 
foundation donors 
indicates the amount of 
community support that 
was received over the 
past year.  nDiane Wirth The Cavagnaro family

Columbia College Foundation
A n n u A l  R e P o R t  2 0 0 8

Crispin Holland’91 Transfer
Forest Biologist Stanislaus National Forest

nick SchaderCISCO Program Training, ‘03Quality Assurance Technician
Front Porch, Inc.

Kristine Haugh, R.N., ‘08MJC Nursing/Columbia College
ICU Nurse

Sonora Regional Medical Center

Mike noonan, ‘81Unit Chief
Cal Fire

Richard “Duke” York,R.C.E., ‘72
Deputy Director of Public WorksTuolumne County

Emergency Medical Physician Invest in education
to prepare tomorrow’s workforce
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IMC renovation celebrated 
with open house

The Instructional Materials Center (IMC) grew 
over time to accommodate staff and equipment 
needs, and was never remodeled since the 
construction of the Manzanita Building in 1968. The 
department’s open house on November 20 gave the 
college an opportunity to visit the department and 
see its new layout. Throughout the day, dozens of 
administrators, faculty and staff came by for a tour 
and enjoyed snacks by the culinary students.

For most, it was difficult to even imagine what 
the old IMC used to look like. 

Change started almost three years ago 
when the two printing presses were replaced by 
duplicating, or copying equipment. This included 
removal of some other equipment associated with 
the printing process, like a plate maker and film 
stripping materials. 

“As such, we became a copy center, and no 
longer a print shop,” said Doug Lau, the college 
marketing and public relations officer. “Times have 
changed and we finally moved ahead to keep up.” 
The biggest advantage is the faster turn-around 
time for customer service, noted Lau. “Plus, the 
cost savings to the college in making the switch 
was significant and we no longer have to deal 
with replacing hard-to-find parts for our outdated 
printing presses. Clean up and maintenance of 
equipment is also a lot easier,” he said.

Today’s IMC has two high speed black-and-
white copiers, operated by Jessie Pearson and a color 
copier for more custom work, which is used by Gail 
Segerstrom, the IMC coordinator and art director. 
A self-serve black-and-white copier is located in the 
mailroom for limited use and during after-hours 
when the department is closed.

“Once copiers were introduced as our primary 
means of operation, the whole concept of the IMC 
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IMC’s Sustainable Materials

BioBased floor tiles are manufactured from renewable resources: 
U.S. grown plant ingredients and 10% recycled content. Fossil fuel 
petrochemicals were not used in producing the tiles, resulting in 
low VOC (volatile organic compounds) emissions. They require low 
maintenance and have twice the indent resistance. The same tiles are 
also being considered for use in the future Science & Natural Resources 
Building, which will be LEED Certified.

Carpet tiles have a high content of recycled material, which helps reduce 
waste on the backing and glues. In addition, VOC emissions are very low, 
making the work environment healthier and more pleasant. Both the 
floor and carpet tiles are part of the college’s commitment to use green 
products on new and existing buildings when possible.  

Desks, tables and storage units (majority) in the IMC were reused 
and recycled from existing IMC units and previous facilities department 
projects.

changed,” said Lau. 
“Our focus shifted and 
we moved closer to 
becoming a ‘retail-
type’ copier center 
operation. Thanks to 
the outstanding work by our college 
facilities group this past summer, we’re so pleased 
to be in new quarters that reflect our new customer 
service.”

In fact, the IMC’s spacious entrance is 
welcoming and leads to a wall of carefully organized 
campus mailboxes. The self-serve area is adjacent to 
a wide counter for walk-in customers and is staffed 
by Pearson.

Also located in the front area is Cari Craven, 
who runs the mailroom, is the voice of the college 
as the campus operator, handles campus facilities 
rentals, and supports the efforts of the IMC and 
marketing. Back offices are occupied by Segerstrom 
and Lau, who create and coordinate the marketing, 
advertising and design functions for the college.  n
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Student Success Report
i n 1976 as a student at 
Summerville High, Tuolumne 
City native Mike Noonan took a 
ROP class from Jim Mendonsa 
and was inspired to follow a 
specific career path. That’s when 
his interest in fire protection 
began and after graduation 
in 1979, he enrolled in a fire 
science program at Shasta 
College.
 Noonan transferred to 
Columbia College a year later 
where he received an A.A. 
degree in fire science in 1981. 
His educational track also led 
him to a bachelor’s degree in management and 
organizational development in 1996 from Fresno 
Pacific University.
 His vocational track also followed a clear 
direction toward his present job. Following 
graduation from Columbia, he worked briefly for 
Sonora Ambulance and 
Morrison Ambulance. 
In 1982, Noonan 
became a seasonal 
CDF firefighter at the 
Twain Harte Station, 
along with assignments 
at the Blanchard and 
Columbia Helitac. He 
accepted a permanent 
firefighter position 
in 1984 in Tulare 
County and over 
the 13 years that he 
was there, advanced 
from engineer, fire 
operations, fire captain 
to training captain.
 His return to 
Tuolumne County in 
1997 was a major career 
move for him. He was first named battalion chief 
for CDF’s Tuolumne-Calaveras Unit and four 
years later, became its division chief.    
 From 2006 to the present, Noonan has 
served as Cal Fire’s (formerly CDF) unit chief, 
which makes him responsible for a SRA (State 

Responsibility Area) that includes Tuolumne 
and Calaveras Counties; eastern Stanislaus 
County; eastern San Joaquin County; and 
portions of Alpine County. Overall, this involves 
the coordination of 15 state fire stations, 21 
fire engines, two conservation camps (10 crews 
of five crews each), two bulldozers, and the 
Columbia Air Attack Base (helicopter and air 
attack aircraft, as well as two air tankers).
 Add to that the Sierra Training Center 
and based on Cal Fire’s contract with Tuolumne 
County for fire protection, Noonan is also the fire 
chief for the Tuolumne County Fire Department. 
The Tuolumne County agency has 13 volunteer 
fire stations—including the Columbia College 
Fire Station #79—and one full-time paid station 
in Mono Village.
 Mike Noonan wholeheartedly endorses 
the Columbia College Fire Science Program, 
which “set the foundation for an academic and 
professional career for me. I have so many fond 
memories of this educational institution, which 
is near and dear to my heart.” He also notes the 
high percentage of Columbia College graduates 
in the fire protection service throughout the 
state. 
 Regarding the college’s new Public Safety 
Center, Noonan said, “It’s a great way to expand 
the spirit of cooperation between Cal Fire, the 
college, and Tuolumne County Fire in preparing 
future leaders in the fire service.”  n

Mike Noonan

“The Columbia 

College Fire Science 

Program set the 

foundation for 

an academic and 

professional career 

for me.  I have so 

many fond memories 

of this educational 

institution…”
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Newsbytes 
Dr. Paula Clarke 
received the American 
Anthropological 
Association (AAA)/
Oxford University Press 
Award for Excellence in 
Undergraduate Teaching 
of Anthropology at 
their annual meeting on 
Nov. 19-23 at the San 

Francisco Hilton and Towers.

Peace Corps �009 calendars are available for 
$10 from the Manzanita Bookstore, or through 
Jim Toner at ext. 5226. All proceeds go toward 
Peace Corps projects and SEVA, an organization 
that restores sight to the blind in developing 
countries.

Got books? If 
your students are 
wondering what 
their used textbooks 
will net, here’s 
how: go online to 
manzanitabookstore.
com and “Click here 
to check buyback 
prices.” Linda Watkins

Here are two gift ideas 
that will drive you 
wild—all year ‘round! 
The Manzanita 
Bookstore has 
Columbia College 
vehicle license plate 
holders for just $12.95 and bumper 
stickers for only $4.99. Check ‘em out.

Joe Doherty announced that the Fire Academy 
Graduation will take place on Monday, December 
8 at 7:00 pm in the Dogwood Forum. Scholarship 
award winners who will be recognized are Erasmo 
Martinez of Arvin (Fire Academy Director’s 
Award), Michael Vargas of Modesto (Fire Academy 
Instructors’ Award), and Jordan Reyes of Sonora 
(Firefighters’ Memorial Award).   

Linda Watkins has 
been appointed as 
administrative secretary 
for student services. She 
has been with the college 
for seven years and her 
most recently position was 
support staff II, student 
services/counseling.

Jennifer Cheney (l.) and Kolendria Gist decorate the Christmas 
Giving Tree

The Associated Students of Columbia College 
(ASCC) have organized their annual Christmas 
Giving Tree and decorated it in the Manzanita 
Rotunda. Coordinators Jennifer Cheney and 
Kolendria Gist were supported by Doralyn Foletti 
and Tiffany Shepherd.
 Throughout the tree branches are slips of 
paper with wants and needs of many children from 
the Child Development Center. Their ages and 
genders are also identified. Donors can pick up 
slips from the tree and then shop for gifts for the 
children. Gifts should be delivered to the ASCC 
office by December 12 at 5:00 pm.  n

ASCC Christmas 
Giving Tree 

Erik Schrantz
Security Officer, 
Swing Shift

  New Face 
  on Campus
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Campus Calendar / December 2008December 
Meetings
� Tuesday
Leadership Team
Manzanita Conference Rm
9:30 am

� Friday
College Council
Manzanita Conference Rm
1:00 pm

Safety/Facilities Committee

Safety 9:00 am
Com Ed Room

Facilities 11:00 am
Com Ed room

10 Wednesday
YCCD Board of Trustees
YCCD Board Rm/Modesto
5:30 pm

No December 
Meetings
Academic Senate
Classified Senate

5-6
Columbia College Community Chorus
Glorious Sounds of the Season
Sonora Opera Hall at 8:00 pm
 
7
Columbia College Community Chorus
Glorious Sounds of the Season
Sonora Opera Hall at 3:00 pm
 
8
Fire Academy Graduation
Dogwood at 7:00 pm
 
12
Columbia College Basketball
vs. San Joaquin Delta College
Oak Pavilion at 7:00 pm
 
Book Club Discussion
Water for Elephants
Library at 4:30 pm
 
14
Jazz Series
It’s a Big Band Christmas
Dogwood Forum, $12
3:00 pm
 

Columbia College 
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InSite is published on the first 
week of every month excluding 
summer months. Editorial 
contributions are encouraged 
and due on the last day of each 
month prior to publication. 
Submit editorial materials 
to the public relations office 
and calendar items to the 
Instructional Materials Center/
mailroom secretary.

Dr. Joan Smith 
Columbia College President   
Coni Chavez
Administrative Assistant 
to the President
Doug Lau 
Marketing & Public Relations 
Officer
Gail Segerstrom 
IMC Coordinator/Designer
Cari Craven 
IMC/Mailroom Secretary
Jess Pearson 
IMC Reprographics Operator

Marketing & Public Relations 
209.588.5361
Email laud@yosemite.edu
 

8 december 2008

19
Jazz Series
It’s a Big Band Christmas
Lumberyard, 8:00 pm
(Dinner reservations & tickets, 536-1445)
 
24 - January 1
Winter Break
 
27
CC Basketball Memorial Holiday Classic
Beginning at 4:00 pm
Oak Pavilion
 
28
CC Basketball Memorial Holiday Classic
Beginning at 1:00 pm/Claim Jumpers game 7:00 pm
Oak Pavilion
 
29
CC Basketball Memorial Holiday Classic
Beginning at 12:30 pm
Oak Pavilion
 
30
CC Basketball Memorial Holiday Classic
Beginning at 10:30 am
Oak Pavilion
 

Columbia College Claim Jumpers are hosting the Memorial Holiday Classic over the winter break—don’t miss it!


