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ASCC provides opportunities 
for student leadership

back to the community.” “I find 
lots of self-fulfillment in this 
program and it is gratifying to 
see the self-fulfillment in the 
young child that I mentor,” she 
said.

Columbia College has 
been the only experience 
with higher education thus 
far for ASCC Vice President Reid Milburn. The 
Huntington Beach native is a communications 
major with a goal of becoming an attorney. 

Milburn is an eight-year Air Force veteran, 
who served on air bases in Texas, Mississippi and 
Turkey. Through her military experience, she 
discovered that she enjoys being a leader. This works 
well with her ASCC leadership position. “I want to 
be a part of the decisions that affect us as students 
and learn more about how a small governing body 
functions. I am also interested in seeing how we as a 
group interact with faculty and staff,” said Milburn.

Coordinating the long 
list of ASCC (Associated 
Students of Columbia 
College) planned 
activities appears to be 
a full-time job in itself. 
They range from a ‘50s 
dance party to more 
serious projects, like 
youth mentoring and 
suicide prevention.

The dedicated 
leaders of this 
organization are elected 
by the student body 
to represent them. 
Among their many 
responsibilities as elected 
representatives are to 
serve as the voice for the 
student body on shared governance committees, 
provide information to their constituents and of 
course, organize student-focused activities.

For ASCC President Jayme Johnson, her role 
in student government is a big commitment. A hotel 

management major, Johnson’s 
involvement started last year 
as the art club representative 
to the ASCC. When the VP of 
Clubs position became vacant, 
she volunteered to serve and 
“learned how governing bodies 
work.” The presidency also 
became vacant last year and 
Johnson was elected as interim. 

She was elected president in the current term year.
“I really like the challenge of taking on a 

goal and being a leader,” said Johnson. She is also 
a volunteer in A-TCAA’s (Amador-Tuolumne 
Community Action Agency) mentoring program 
and describes her participation as “a way to give 

Members of ASCC coordinate plans for upcoming campus activities

Jayme Johnson

Reid Milburn
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President’s Note

The upcoming holiday season is a special time for 
enjoying the company of family and friends. It is also 
important to take the time to tell them how much 
they are appreciated for their care, encouragement 
and support throughout the year. That holds true 
for our Columbia College family, our YCCD Board 
of Trustees, our colleagues at Central Services and 
MJC, and community members in our service area. 
Thank you for all you do to make Columbia College 
a wonderful place to be!

Since I began my journey as the college’s 
president in January, everyone has been very 
generous in lending me a helping hand or offering 
a kind word of advice as I became acclimated to 
Columbia College—and the community. It has been 
a wonderful year and I cannot believe how quickly it 
has passed.

Thus, I want to extend my appreciation to all, 
who have assisted me and acknowledge those who 
work hard at keeping our college running so well 
an ongoing basis. My sincere thanks go out to all 
of you, who do so much to support our college, the 
foundation and of course, student success on our 
campus.  

I would also like to take this opportunity to 
wish everyone a very Happy Holiday Season—may it 
be safe and restful! 

Very warm regards,

Joan Smith, Ed.D.
President

Dr. Joan Smith

ASCC continued from page 1
Reid Milburn was recently elected as a 

senator for the California Student Senate, one of 
two representatives for Region V. The region is 
geographically the largest of the ten regions in 
the state. As such, she was a voting member and 
Columbia College’s delegate at the fall general 
assembly, held in San Jose. 

Another military veteran 
is Jason Reavis, who served 
for four years as an Army tank 
driver in Germany and Ft. 
Lewis, Washington. He received 
an A.A degree in liberal studies 
last spring from Columbia and 
is continuing his education 
here while seeking an associate 
degree in social sciences. His 
goal is to become a history professor.

Reavis plays an active role in the ASCC as a 
senator because he perceives the organization as 

“a place where he 
can be the voice 
of fellow students 
and represent 
their interests.” 
Reavis gets a 
lot of personal 
satisfaction 
too. “This is an 
opportunity to gain 
better knowledge 
of politics and 
training in 
leadership skills,” 
he said.

English/language arts 
major Sean Day believes 
that one of the ASCC’s major 
goals should be in getting 
more students involved. That 
includes more extracurricular 
activities—both social and 
academic—that create more 
school spirit. “In the past, I 
noticed a lot of student apathy in general,” said 
Day. “This is a really special place to be with great 
opportunities for things to do. We just need to draw 
them (students) out.”

Like Johnson, Sean Day has numerous 
responsibilities to juggle and limited free time. 
However, his role on the ASCC is a priority with 
him because through the student senate, he can 
do what he enjoys most—helping others. “I see the 
ASCC as a link that connects with other senates 
and entities within the school. It’s an organization 
that creates good will for the college, students and 
community,” said Day, who is an ASCC senator.

This month alone, the ASCC is sponsoring 
a Christmas Giving Tree, which provides gifts for 
about 80 children who wouldn’t otherwise have 
them. A campus canned food drive for 
A-TCAA is in progress, supported by the ASCC. 
Under the leadership of Elbert James, ASCC 
and Environmental Club volunteers cleared the 
arboretum area and trails from the campus to 
Columbia State Historic Park; James is also the 
club’s president. Their other activities in 2008 are 
the Annual Coat Drive (February), Black History 
Month (February) and Women’s History Month 
(March). n

Sean Day

Jason Reavis
From left: Sean Day, Elbert 
James, Jayme Johnson 
and Tom McDonnell, with 
counselor Alicia Kolstad 
during ASCC leadership 
training discussion
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necessary forms, support services and materials 
for enrollment. Included were assistance with 
applications, assessment testing, orientation, 
advising, financial aid, book purchases, student ID 
cards and more. The ASCC will again participate in 
future Xtreme Registrations. 

‘50s Dance Party—The ASCC-sponsored ‘50s 
dance party will be the student social event of the 
semester! An evening of fun, music and socializing, 
the free party will be held on Thursday, December 
6 at 9:30 pm in the Alder Building for all Columbia 
College students.

Upcoming Conferences—Youth Leadership 
Conference in Los Angeles (December 2007) and 
California Student Senate General Assembly in San 
Jose (May 2008).  n

ASCC Planned Activities
Mentoring Works—In conjunction with 
A-TCAA’s (Amador-Tuolumne Community Action 
Agency) Mentoring Works, the ASCC plans on 
hosting a daylong Mentoring Faire in late January 
2008 to highlight the program and seek volunteers 
—including Columbia College students—to serve 
as mentors for needy children from 7 to 15 years 
of age. The children and their mentors participate 
in a number of planned group activities, such as 
horseback riding, art projects and others.

Suicide Prevention—Working with the local Yes 
Partnership agency, the ASCC is making plans to 
create campus-wide awareness and support for 
suicide prevention. The event will be conducted 
through the college nurse and is planned for early 
next semester.

Civic Engagement Involvement—The ASCC is 
working on presentations for next year, following 
Civic Engagement documentary films. Currently 
under consideration are debates and audience 
discussions on the timely topics covered by the 
films.

Cooperative Student Government Workshops 
Coming next semester will be joint student 
government workshops between the ASCC and 
ASMJC. These cooperative activities are intended 
to share ideas and in turn, strengthen student 
government organizations at both YCCD colleges.

Campus Debates—In the planning stages for next 
semester are campus debates, hosted by the ASCC. 
One such proposed debate will be on the purpose 
of student government at Columbia College. 
The ASCC has invited the college debate team to 
participate.

Open Mike Events—The first Open Mike event 
was held on Tuesday, November 6 from 5:00-
7:00 pm at the Lakeside Patio. All were given the 
opportunity to express their opinions, or perform 
their talent in front of the student body. Open mike 
activities also took place on November 27 (5:00-7:30 
pm) and 28 (noon-2:00 pm).

Welcome Back Table—In the fall semesters, the 
ASCC will provide information about the college, 
school clubs, student government and campus life to 
help incoming students. During the two day activity 
this past fall, numerous newcomers to the college 
received literature and other assistance.

X-REG—ASCC representatives assisted with 
Columbia College’s Xtreme Registration (X-reg) 
in August. During the two days of registration, 
new incoming students were provided with all the 

ASCC Officers
Jayme Johnson  President
Reid Milburn  Vice President 
Tom McDonnell  Vice President of Activities
Laura Wilcox Vice President of Clubs
Liesl Finkler  Vice President of Publicity
Johnny Proctor  Vice President of Finance
Mercedes Craig  Secretary
Jennifer Cheney  Senator
Sean Day Senator
Sarah Olson  Senator
Jason Reavis  Senator
Carson Watts  Senator
Chad Warwick   Senator
Elbert James  YCCD Student Trustee

Doralyn Foletti  Student Outreach 
 Program Rep

Top: Laura Wilcox (front) and 
Annika Ronay during Open 
Mike 
Middle: Tom McDonnell 
strums guitar as Jared Jarvis 
harmonizes
Bottom: Dr. Joan Smith 
addresses ASCC at leadership 
training
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Simulation lab reception draws YCCD 
board, legislative reps and news media

The Modesto Junior College Human Patient 
Simulation Lab reception and tour on November 14 
drew a sizeable crowd of guests. Located in Sonora 
at the former Sonora Regional Medical Center site, 
the simulation lab contains three life-like human 
manikins, which are used by nursing students to 
practice acute patient care. Through the manikins, 
students can apply their coursework into realistic 
medical situations without compromising “real 
patient” care.

The lab, manikins, equipment and materials 
were financed through a $222,320 California 
Rural Nursing Grant from the Workforce 
Investment Division of the California Employment 
Development Department. It is part of a training 
coalition for nurses, consisting of a partnership 
between Columbia College, Modesto Junior College, 
Sonora Regional Medical Center and Oak Valley 
Hospital in Oakdale.  

Among the guests in attendance were Dr. 
Roe Darnell (YCCD chancellor), Dr. Joan Smith 
(Columbia College president), Gary Mendenhall 
(Columbia College dean of instructional services, 
vocational education), and board members Pat 
Dean (chairperson), Abe Rojas (vice chairperson), 
Desirree Abshire, Anne DeMartini, Linda 
Flores and Paul Neumann. Others were Cheryl 
Birch (representing Senator Dave Cogdill and 
Assemblyman Tom Berryhill), Kurt Vander Weide 
(representing Congressman George Radanovich), 

Bill Johnson (Clarke Broadcasting), Michelle 
Hatfield (Modesto Bee) and Debbie Noda (Modesto 
Bee).

Pat Dean, who found the simulation lab 
“absolutely remarkable” also commented, “Everyone 
will get sick someday, so this lab is a dream come 
true for training caregivers in our community.” Paul 
Neumann said, “The lab is wonderful…we must 
find ways to continually support this program.”  
Anne DeMartini agreed and added, “The one word 
that comes to mind in describing this facility is 
‘Wow!’ It is a real compliment to the MJC Nursing 
Program.” According to Dr. Darnell, “This is a great 
example of how technology and partnerships work 
together to provide student access to a valuable 
learning experience. It shows what colleges and a 
community can achieve through teamwork.” 

Representing the MJC Nursing Program 
were Bonnie Costello, director; Lisa Riggs, assistant 
director; Danise Rapetti, simulation lab coordinator; 
Kendis Bettencourt, support staff; and nursing 
instructors Sally Chaffee, Cheryl Hough and Diane 
Hosmer. From Sonora Region Medical Center were 
Julie Kline, vice president of patient care services 
and Cory Ferrier, physician recruitment.  n 

Supervisor Liz Bass

Danise Rapetti

Lisa Riggs (l. to r.), Shelley 
Akiona and Abe Rojas check 
on manikin

Dr. Roe Darnell Desirree Abshire

From left: Pat Dean, Lisa Riggs, Anne DeMartini, Kurt Vander 
Weide and Gina Rose
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Simulation lab reception draws YCCD 
board, legislative reps and news media

Tammie Little, now a registered nurse working 
in the acute psychiatric unit at Tuolumne 
General Medical Facility, remembers an 
important lesson from Pat Dean, her former 
high school R.O.P. nursing teacher and current 
chairperson of the YCCD Board of Trustees. 
Whenever students were frustrated by the 
seemingly insurmountable task of getting an 
education and training in nursing, Dean would 
ask the class one question, “How do you eat an 
elephant?” Dean’s solution was a simple answer, 
“One bite at a time.”

“There were at least a thousand times 
that I just sat there and stared at the elephant 
on my plate,” said Little. “Then, I remembered 
Mrs. Dean’s words and told myself to pick up 
the fork.” In addition to Pat Dean, Little fondly 
remembers those at Columbia College, who 
provided help and support to her. Among them 
were Bill Wilson, Jerry Hodge, Ted Hamilton, 
Dr. Paula Clarke, Jean Mallory, Cass Larkin, Dr. 
Michael Hill and Dave Chesnut. 

When Little enrolled in the college 
in 1995, she stared right into the face of an 
enormous elephant. Divorced three years earlier, 
a single parent of two very young daughters and 
in the county Welfare to Work Program, she 
was forced to attend full-time in order to receive 
her benefits. Not considering herself college 
material, Little merely “sat in classes” until she 
realized that she could succeed at studying. 

Through her own determination and 
encouragement from faculty and staff, Little 
received an A.S. degree from Columbia 
College in allied health and an A.A. degree in 
liberal studies in 1999. She also earned a CAN 
(Certified Nursing Assistant) certificate and 
worked in that occupation for two years. In 
2001, Dave Chesnut reminded her that she was 
only three courses away from qualifying to apply 
for the MJC Nursing Program where she could 
become a registered nurse.

Little completed those courses and applied 
for the nursing program but was rejected on 
the basis of a “C” in physiology. She retook the 
course at MJC and was accepted in 2002; her 
daughters Marysa and Sabrina were ages 13 and 
11 respectively by then.

“Those were the hardest times for me,” 
said Little. “My dad and sister passed away 

within the first nine 
months after entering the 
program. I also discovered 
how nursing education 
consumes your life for 
two years and the college 
curriculum is not for 
wimps. The difference 
between passing and 
failing is at the 76% mark 
and one poor exam can get 
you drummed out.”

Little attended 
nursing classes at Columbia College, began her 
clinical rotation at Emmanuel Medical Center in 
Turlock, and completed her clinical requirements 
in Tuolumne County. She received a R.N. degree 
from MJC in June 2004 and was employed as an 
IPN (Interim Permit Nurse) at Tuolumne General 
prior to passing her nursing license exam, which she 
achieved the following month.

Today, Tammie Little enjoys working in the 
hospital’s psychiatric unit due to its emotional 
connection with patients. “It’s personal…it’s 
communicating with people…it’s compassion 
for their pain…and most of all, it’s not being 
judgmental,” she said.

Regarding Columbia College, Little remarked, 
“Throughout the years that I spent on the campus, 
every instructor had a profound effect on me that 
guided my steps towards becoming a contributing 
member of this community.”  n 

Student Success Report

“I also discovered 

how nursing 

education 

consumes your 

life for two years 

and the college 

curriculum is not for 

wimps.”

Tammie Little
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Civic engagement encourages 
discussions on timely topics

If there’s one thing that Jim Toner wants to do 
through the Civic Engagement Project, it’s stimulate 
discussions on timely topics that touch all of us 
locally, regionally, nationally and globally. Among 
his selected subjects are the government, our health 
care system, the Iraq War, and more. 

“About two years ago when the district 
explored the concept of this program, the intent 
was to select one individual, who would coordinate 
civic engagement presentations at both Columbia 
College and at MJC,” said Toner. “Due to the driving 
distance between our two campuses, this was not 
practical. So a coordinator for each college was 
sought.”

The inspiration for Toner to volunteer as 
the Columbia College coordinator came from a 
vacation to Italy in 2000. “I saw people gathering 
in piazzas to discuss issues. They weren’t always 

in agreement, but it was a place to sit and listen to 
another’s viewpoints. That’s when I realized that 
there really is no public place in Sonora to do just 
that. I concluded that Columbia College should be 
taking on that role and drawing the world onto our 
campus and into our classrooms,” said the English 
professor.

“It is my belief that our students should be 
prepared for ‘civic engagement’ in the real world. 
In order to do this, we need to educate them with 
information on both sides of issues so that they 
can form an opinion for themselves on where 
they stand. We make every attempt to provide an 
even balance in our program activities, so that 
proponents and opponents have opportunities to 
present both viewpoints. 

“As an example, voters can be manipulated by 
not knowing both sides of an issue in an election. 
When you have information and knowledge, you 
can make intelligent choices. That’s good citizenship. 
Communication and information are meant to be 
celebrated. My duty as a teacher is to provide that 
opportunity,” he said. “In fact, Thomas Jefferson 
encouraged an educated populace and supported 
making education available to all people.”

Thus, the first Civic Engagement Project 
presentations occurred in fall 2005, consisting of a 
mixture of documentary films, speakers and book 
discussions. The public is invited to the activities 
with no admission charge. 

Attendance at the weekly civic engagement 
events averages audiences of 50 to 70 for 
documentaries and about 50 for speakers. More 
controversial topics will draw over 300 participants. 
Last month’s presentation on global warming 
by Paul Valva drew 52 people on a Friday night. 
According to Toner, the audiences are composed of 
about 80% community members and 20% students.

“I am less concerned with numbers as a 
measuring stick,” Toner said. “It doesn’t matter 
whether we get 20 or 200 there. What’s important 
is that people observe and come away with an 
opinion. They may be changed by the presentation, 
or remain on the same path. You never know. We 
always allow time for open discussions afterwards 
too where everyone gets a chance to speak.”

Civic Engagement Project documentaries are 
generally shown on Wednesday evenings at 7:30 
pm. For more information on the films and other 
activities, contact Jim Toner at 588-5226. n

Guest Speaker Paul Valva 
and Toner chat before a 
presentation on global 
warming 

Jim Toner
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Newsbytes 
Tuolumne County 8th Grade GATE students 
were invited on November 15 to get an inside 
look at Columbia College. The student tour 
consisted of visiting the Child Development 
Center, science instructors, an aerobics class, 
basketball players, music instruction, the 
bakery, and more.

Dr. Brian King, president of Cabrillo College 
and Margaret Tillery, learning disability 
specialist at Alan Hancock College returned to 
Columbia College on November 19 as part of 
the ACCJC accreditation team visit.
 
The holidays are coming and See’s Candy is 
now being offered at discount prices. Order 
forms were placed in campus mailboxes earlier, 
or call Nancy Holmes at ext. 6568.

Civic engagement encourages 
discussions on timely topics

New faces on campus

Donald Leyva
Groundskeeper II

Suzanne Cruz
Security Officer I

Views of YCCD November Board Meeting 
at Columbia College

Doralyn Foletti leads GATE student tour

(l. to r.) Elbert James, Paul Neumann, Linda Flores, Abe Rojas, Pat Dean and Anne DeMartini

From left: Tom Hallinan, Desirree Abshire, and Drs. Roe Darnell, Joan Smith, Rich Rose and David 
Baggett

 Pick a gift tag from the holiday tree in the Rotunda and put a smile on the face of a 
needy child by donating  a wrapped gift by December 10

ASCC Holiday Giving Tree
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Campus Calendar / December 2007December Meetings
5 Wednesday
Leadership Team
Com Ed Room
9:30 am

� Friday
Safety/Facilities Committee
Safety 9:00 am
Com Ed Room
Facilities 11:00 am
Fir 2

College Council
Com Ed Room
12:00 pm

1� Wednesday 
YCCD Board of Trustees
YCCD Board Room/
Modesto
5:30 pm

No December 
Meeting
Academic Senate

TBA
Classified Senate

3
Symphony of the Sierra
In concert with Mother Lode Youth Symphony
Ironstone Vineyards, Murphys at 3:00 pm

Columbia College Community Chorus 
Sounds of the Season
Sonora Opera Hall at 3:00 pm

5
Civic Engagement Free Film Series
No End in Sight
Dogwood Forum at 7:30 pm

7 
Book Club
Epitaph for a Peach
by David Masumoto
Library from 4:30-5:30 pm

Columbia College 
President’s Report

InSite is published on the first 
week of every month excluding 
summer months. Editorial 
contributions are encouraged 
and due on the last day of each 
month prior to publication. 
Submit editorial materials to 
the Public Relations Office 
and calendar items to the 
Instructional Materials Center/
Mailroom Secretary.

Dr. Joan Smith 
Columbia College President   
Coni Chavez
Administrative Assistant 
to the President
Doug Lau 
Director of Marketing 
& Public Relations
Gail Segerstrom 
IMC Coordinator/Designer
Cari Craven 
IMC/Mailroom Secretary
Jess Pearson 
IMC Reprographics Operator

Marketing & Public Relations 
Office 209.588.5361
Email laud@yosemite.edu 

8 december 2007 

Claim Jumpers Season 
Openers
Catch all the action of Claim Jumpers 
basketball this season! Players are 
practicing for tournaments during the 
months of November and December 
with CVC League games starting in 
January. The first home game is on 
January 16 against College of the 
Sequoias. See season schedule at 
www.gocolumbia.edu/basketball/
SCHEDULE.htm

12
Civic Engagement Free Film Series
Shakespeare Behind Bars
Dogwood Forum at 7:30 pm
 
20-21
Electrical Upgrade Project
Campus Closes Early for Winter Break

24–January 1
Official Winter Break

27–29
Columbia College Basketball
Robert Dominik Fuchs Memorial Holiday Classic
Oak Pavilion beginning at 9:00 am


