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Groundbreaking for new 
Child Development Center

A s crowds gathered on November 7 at the future 
site of the Child Development Training & Family 
Care Services Center, architectural floor plans and 
color renderings helped everyone envision what 
the new structures will look like when the center is 
completed in late 2009.
  In fact, the new center will be composed 
of five integrated single-level buildings, totaling 
13,100 sq. ft. The buildings will house an Infant 
Center, Toddler Center, Preschool Center, Family 
Care Services and Administration Center, and an 
adult classroom building for child development 
instruction. In addition, the Outdoor Learning 
Center, an all-weather outdoor classroom space, will 
be built adjacent to the Preschool Center, allowing 
for a wide range of activities in a natural setting 
including block play, dramatic play, and art. 

 Two triple wide portables were installed 17 
years earlier for the college’s Child Development 
Program. The portables, named the Ponderosa 
Building (preschoolers, 3 to 5 year olds) and Pinyon 
Building (toddlers, 18 to 36 months), provided only 
2,880 sq. ft of space. In addition, an off-campus 
site was used for infants (birth to 18 months) at the 
former Shaws Flat Elementary School in Sonora.
 The $6.3 million center is the newest project 
on the college campus funded by Measure E, which 
was passed by voters in the area served by the 
Yosemite Community College District (YCCD) in 
the November 2004 election.  
 “We’re very proud that this entire project 
will be LEED Silver Certified, making the group 
of new buildings the first in the YCCD and one 
of the first in the Mother Lode region to receive 

continued page 2

Children participate with dignitaries in groundbreaking ceremonies
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President’s Note

There are three factors that account for the 
overwhelming success of America’s 1,000 plus 
community colleges. They are open to all, offer 
top quality programs that blend high standards 
with a true love of teaching and service, and they 
focus on “community.” In fact, community colleges 
generally have come to represent our country’s 
single most powerful mechanism for assuring access 
to economic opportunity. This is true for Columbia 
College—we embody these characteristics. Our 
goal, our mission at Columbia College is assisting 
students in achieving their educational goals—
whatever they may be. Everything we do is done 
with our students’ best interest in mind.

Take a look at page 5 in this month’s issue 
of InSite. We posed the question, “What do you 
hope to achieve by attending Columbia College?” 
to a number of students on our campus. Most 
of our students talked about taking steps toward 
their educational goals, which will hopefully lead 
to reaching their own career goals in the future. 

Helping students achieve their hopes and dreams is 
our focus at Columbia College.

The new buildings that are being constructed 
on our campus through Measure E funds, the 
dollars that we can award for student scholarships 
and program support through the Columbia 
College Foundation, and the grants that we receive 
to expand services, like distance education, assist us 
in helping students achieve their educational goals 
at our college.

These are the things that make us a wonderful 
college community and what we enjoy reporting on 
in the pages of InSite every month.

All my best,

Joan Smith, Ed.D.
President

Dr. Joan Smith

Child Development Center  continued from page 1

that designation,” said Connie Mical, Columbia’s 
vice president-administration. “The Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental Design, or LEED, is 
the nationally recognized and accepted benchmark 
for the design, construction and operation of high 
performance and sustainability in buildings.”
 As a state subsidized program, the center 
offers free or low cost child care to families, who 
are income eligible and in need of these services 
based on work or school activities. Further, the 
Foster Kinship Care and Education (FKCE) 
Program is an important component of the college’s 
Family Services Program, which trains foster and 
kinship care providers in Tuolumne, Mariposa and 
Calaveras Counties. The program is also accredited 
by the National Association for the Education of 
Young Children (NAEYC).
 Groundbreaking ceremonies were emceed 
by Mical. Other speakers were Tiffeny Flies, Kathy 
Sullivan and Adrienne Webster, Child Development 
Project committee chairpersons; Dr. Joan Smith; 
Dr. Roe Darnell; Board Chairperson Abe Rojas; and 
Area 1 Trustee Pat Dean. Trustee Paul Neumann 
and other district representatives were also in 
attendance.
 The architecture was designed by Paul 
Roberts & Partners, Inc. of Vallejo and the project 
management is handled by Kitchell, CEM of 
Modesto. n

Mikey Brunton busy at work

From left: Paul Neumann, Dr. Roe Darnell, Pat Dean & Abe Rojas

Marking the start of a new centerBaby Leah receives keys
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Transfer Day draws hundreds of high school 
students to Columbia

Transfer Day 
Representatives

They came by vans…they came by school buses…they came by county transit…and they came 
by cars with their parents. In fact, more than 400 local area high school juniors and seniors 
came to Columbia College for Transfer Day on October 23. While a group from Curtis Creek 
Elementary School attended for some early college planning, Columbia College students also 
had a chance to get ideas on their transfer planning to four year universities.
 The Manzanita patio area was crowded with students and representatives from four year 
universities, vocational training programs, online education institutions, and the military. “It’s 
a great way for students to meet representatives from UCs, CSUs, and private universities,” said 
Doralyn Foletti, coordinator of the Transfer Day activities. “Students were able to go from table 
to table, collect information, and speak directly to representatives from each school, usually staff 
members from admissions departments.” 
 Tables were filled with literature about each educational institution—information on 
admission requirements, expenses, financial aid, residential housing, campus life, and more. 
Representatives of MJC’s nursing program and Avalon Training Center were prepared to discuss 
their medical training opportunities with prospects. The military groups were ready to discuss 
how service time and educational benefits work.
 Schools who attended Transfer Day included Amador High, Argonaut High, Ted Bird 
High, Calaveras River Academy, Cassina High, Connections Academy, Curtis Creek Elementary 
School, Don Pedro High, Gold Strike High, Sonora High, Summerville High, and numerous 
local independent study schools. n

California State Universities
CSU Chico
CSU East Bay
CSU Fresno
CSU Humboldt
CSU Sacramento
CSU San Francisco
CSU San Jose
CSU Sonoma
CSU Stanislaus

Universities of California
 UC Berkeley
 UC Davis
 UC Irvine
 UC Santa Cruz 

Private California Colleges 
& Universities
 Avalon Training Center
 Chapman University
 DeVry University
 Expression College
 Fresno Pacific University
 Kaplan University
 Patten University

Out-of-State Universities 
University of Nevada, Reno
University of Phoenix 

Community Colleges
 Columbia College
 MJC Allied Health/
      Nursing Program

Military
 National Guard
 U.S. Army Recruiting
 U.S. Coast Guard

Doralyn Foletti & Jeff Fitzwater at 
Columbia College table
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The Governor’s Career Technical Education (CTE) 
Initiative is funding an entrepreneurship program 
for Tuolumne and Calaveras County students in 
grades 7 to 12 to learn how to successfully create 
and sustain a small business. The overall educational 
track will lead the students from their middle or 
high schools into programs of study at Columbia 
College, and beyond. It is also being supported by 
resources from the Lyles Center for Innovation 
and Entrepreneurship at CSU Fresno. Ida Ponder, 
a Columbia College business professor and Sue 
Clark, a program specialist at the college are the 
coordinators of this project.

A recently-formed planning committee of 
business and educational leaders, the Community 
Entrepreneurship Collaborative, will review 
project plans and consider steps to develop the 
program. Among the goals of the project are 
career exploration, development of a Certificate of 
Achievement in entrepreneurship from the college, 
internships in local business and industry, and 
more. n

Conservation Grant 
awarded 
The California Department of Conservation 
has selected Columbia College’s Recycling 
Program request for grant funding. Of the 
final 61 proposals for $7,200,000, only 13 
were selected for a total grant funding of 
$1,500,000. The expected grant for Columbia 
College is $35,000 to be used for purchasing 
campus recycling stations, consumer 
education, and funding of a student worker 
to assist in the program. Raelene Juarez was 
the principal author-coordinator of the grant 
application, and was assisted by the strong 
efforts of Julia Stephens. n

Entrepreneurship 
Program planned

October has been named Fire Safety Awareness 
Month and this year’s theme was “Reduction of 
Fires in the Home.” Some of the many safety ideas 
proposed by local fire agencies for the public 
include creating defensible space around residences, 
not leaving burning candles unattended, and 
checking on smoke detectors and alarms.
 As part of the month’s activities, Columbia 
College Fire Academy students made a presentation 
to preschoolers in the Child Development Center 
on October 6. Each child met with a “firefighter 
buddy” and learned about fire safety, like the stop, 
drop and roll practices. The children also had an 
opportunity to squirt a fire hose attached to engine 
#79, and receive a red plastic fire helmet, fire badge, 
firefighter rubber ducky, and coloring books with 
fire safety lessons.
 According to Fire Academy Director Joe 
Doherty, “The academy student enjoyed their visit 
with the preschoolers and got a chance to practice 
their fire prevention and public education skills. We 
will probably have a return visit later in the semester 
as a review of the lessons learned.” n

Fire Safety Month

Clark (l.) & Ponder

Title III Grant technical assistance group visit took place 
on October 24 when Mike Gaudette of Lighthouse 
Consulting met with the project team to discuss the 
implementation stages of the grant. Gaudette gestures 
while addressing the group (counterclockwise from his 
left) Dr. Joan Smith, Gina Rose, Beccie Michael, Brian 
DeMoss, Alexandra Campbell, Connie Mical and Melissa 
Colon. 

Title III Grant meeting

A barbecue luncheon in The Cellar on 
November 7 was hosted as an appreciation by 
Dr. Joan Smith for the efforts of employees 
in helping the college win the Hewlett 
Foundation’s Leaders in Student Success Award. 
Columbia College was recognized as one of four 
schools among the 110 California Community 
Colleges as a leader in basic skills education. n

Celebration barbecue!

Student firefighter Cody Wer-
ley with young assistant

(From  l.) Kathy Schultz, Melissa Colon, & Lonnie Blansit
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Nzembi Wathika, Sugar Pine
“I am always looking for ways 
to build up my knowledge—to 
know more. I want to become a 
nurse someday and coming to 
school will allow me to get to 
my goal.”

What do you hope to achieve 
by attending Columbia College?

Robert Ramsey, Arnold
“I worked in construction 
for 19 years, and I’m learning 
accounting now as a second 
career. My goal is to get a better 
quality of life.”

John Allen, Sonora
“I hope to figure out what I 
really want to do with my life. 
High school was a struggle 
for me, and I am attending 
Columbia College to help focus 
on my options.”

Wilbur Black, Sonora
“For 56 years, I drove a 
bulldozer until I had serious 
breathing difficulties from all 
the dust. The pulmonary class 
was recommended to me and 
through a regimen of planned 
exercises, I improved my 
oxygen level dramatically. 
I hope to continue to achieve 
better health through my 
classes at Columbia.” n

Grant Wells, Pine Grove
“I’d like to gain the skills that 
will help me in my next stage in 
life. This is my first semester at 
Columbia College. I hope to get 
good grades and then transfer 
to a four-year university.”

Toni Silva, Jamestown
“I want a nursing degree 
and I’m presently doing my 
pre-requisites for the MJC 
program. My goal is to become 
a traveling nurse, and maybe 
someday open my own long-
term care center.”

Cassie Baylor, Murphys
“I am working to pay my own 
way through college and by 
attending Columbia, it is the 
most cost efficient way to get my 
lower division units. My future 
goal is to transfer to San Diego 
State where I can start work on 
a bachelor’s degree in 
communications.”

Tiffany Machado, Oakdale
“I am learning a lot through 
my classes and want to get 
a certificate and an A.A. in 
hospitality management. I 
especially look forward to 
being the first in my family to 
become a professional chef. I 
want to someday open up my 

 own catering business.”

Erick Garcia, Columbia
“I live in Columbia but my 
hometown is Hughson. One 
of my high school teachers 
recommended the college 
because of its ASE certification 
and lower costs than private 
technical schools. I am trying to 
get my automotive certification 
and find a job in the industry. In 
the future, I would like to be a 
master technician.”
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Measure E Tour Highlights

Viewing the Public Safety Center are Abe Rojas and Judy 
Lanchester

Boarding the campus shuttle are (l. to r.) Trustees Paul Neumann, Abe Rojas, Linda Flores, 
Anne DeMartini, and Pat Dean

Connie Mical (l.) and Judy Lanchester provide information while 
on the bus

Prior to last month’s YCCD board meeting at 
Columbia College, trustees were given a tour to 
update them on Measure E building projects. They 
visited the Public Safety Center, Madrone Building 
Project and Child Development Center sites. 

At the Madrone Building site, Kitchell’s Mark Newton answers questions from (l. to r.) 
Anne DeMartini, Pat Dean, Ron Martin of Kitchell, and Connie Mical

Dr. Roe Darnell (l.) conversing with Paul Neumann at the 
Child Development Center site

At the Public Safety Center 
site, Pat Dean signs a beam

Anne DeMartini Linda Flores
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Newsbytes 
Karen Adams, 
activities director 
of Merrill Gardens 
Senior Living in 
Manteca, brought 
14 guests with her 
from the valley 
facility to the 
October 14 buffet 

luncheon in the Cellar Restaurant. Adams was a 
Columbia College culinary arts student in 2002. 

Art Professor 
Laurie Sylwester’s 
photography is 
currently on display in 
the Manzanita Rotunda. 
Her introduction to 
cameras took place long 
before her professional 
interest in ceramics 
as noted in a photo 
of her family taken at 
Calaveras Big Trees 
State Park in 1966. 

Jeffrey Zahniser, a Columbia College adjunct 
culinary instructor, earned the certified executive 
chef (CEC) designation from the prestigious 
American Culinary Federation (ACF). After 
graduating with honors from The Culinary 
Institute of America, Zahniser was the executive 
chef at the City Hotel in Columbia, was owner/
operator of 
a catering 
company in 
Los Angeles, 
and served as 
executive chef 
for Wyndham 
Hotels in 
Southern 
California. 
Along with 
teaching part-time for the college, he is also a 
full-time food services manager at the Rite of 
Passage Charter School’s Sierra Ridge Academy.

A young team of Lady Claim Jumpers defeated 
West Hills College on October 17 at the Oak 
Pavilion. Final volleyball games scores were 
15-25, 25-22 and 25-19 and 25-13.

The Child Care Center’s annual fall costume 
parade was an opportunity for the preschoolers—
teachers and parents, too—to show off their season’s 
finery. Halloween also creates unusual  friendships 
as evidenced in the business office with Robert 
Gritz and his pumpkin pal.  

Dr. Don Low
Interim Dean of Student 
Services

  New Face 
  on Campus

Calaveras Center Art Show & Reception
Art students in Lori Hanson’s watercolor and 
portrait drawing classes had an opportunity to 
display their creativity at a public art show and 

reception at the 
Columbia College 
Calaveras Center on 
November 7. The art 
will be on display at the 
center for the public 
through November 26. 
Music at the reception 
was provided by Keith 
Evans on guitar and 
Kim Manuel on standup 
bass. Hors d’oeuvres 
were prepared by the 
Columbia College 
culinary and pastry arts

 students. n

(Left) Children on parade; 
and (above) Robert Gritz 
with familiar friend

Instructor Lori Hanson (l. to r.), Trudy Lackey and artist Judith 
Morgan view art on display

Chef Zahniser, second from left
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Campus Calendar / November 2008November 
Meetings
� Tuesday
Leadership Team
Manzanita Conference Rm
9:30 am

� Friday
College Council
Manzanita Conference Rm
1:00 pm

1� Wednesday
Facilities 1:00 pm
Manzanita Conference Rm

YCCD Board of Trustees
YCCD Board Rm/Modesto
5:30 pm

1� Friday
Safety 9:00 am
Com Ed Room

�1 Friday
Classified Senate           
Com Ed Rm
8:30 am

Academic Senate
Cedar 1
1:30 pm

4  Civic Engagement/Election ‘08
Election Returns
Dogwood Forum at 5:00 pm
 
4/5  HIV-AIDS Awareness Days
Tamarack Gallery 
9:00 am - 3:00 pm
  
5  Columbia College Volleyball 
vs. College of the Sequoias
Oak Pavilion at 7:00 pm
 
7  Child Development Training & Family Care 
Services Center Groundbreaking
Future center site at 10:00 am
  
Hewlett Foundation Celebration
Barbecue Luncheon
The Cellar Restaurant
11:30 am - 1:30 pm
  
Calaveras Center Art Show & Reception
Calaveras Center/Angels Camp
5:00 - 7:00 pm
 
10  Veteran’s Day Holiday

11  Luncheon Buffet
The Cellar Restaurant
11:30 am - 1:30 pm
 
12  Columbia College Volleyball 
vs. Merced
Oak Pavilion at 7:00 pm

14  Book Club Discussion
Fabricated Mexican
Library at 4:30 pm
 
14-15  Black Oak Tip-Off Classic 
Basketball Tournament
Oak Pavilion at 1:00 - 9 pm
 
16  Black Oak Tip-Off Classic 
Basketball Tournament
Oak Pavilion 10 am - 4 pm
 
17-20  Alcohol Facts Days
Tamarack Hall Gallery
12:00 - 4:00 pm

17-28  Entrepreneurship Week

19  Columbia College Volleyball 
vs. Porterville
Oak Pavilion at 7:00 pm

Columbia College 
President’s Report

InSite is published on the first 
week of every month excluding 
summer months. Editorial 
contributions are encouraged 
and due on the last day of each 
month prior to publication. 
Submit editorial materials 
to the public relations office 
and calendar items to the 
Instructional Materials Center/
mailroom secretary.

Dr. Joan Smith 
Columbia College President   
Coni Chavez
Administrative Assistant 
to the President
Doug Lau 
Marketing & Public Relations 
Officer
Gail Segerstrom 
IMC Coordinator/Designer
Cari Craven 
IMC/Mailroom Secretary
Jess Pearson 
IMC Reprographics Operator

Marketing & Public Relations 
209.588.5361
Email laud@yosemite.edu
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19  Luncheon Buffet
The Cellar Restaurant
11:30 am - 1:30 pm
 
21  Alumni Basketball Tournament
Oak Pavilion 7:00 - 9:30 pm 
 
22  Occidental College JV Basketball 
Tournament 
Oak Pavilion 7:00 - 9:30 pm
 
23 Occidental College JV Basketball 
Tournament 
Oak Pavilion 10:00 am - 12:30 pm
 
24  Thanksgiving Buffet
The Cellar Restaurant
11:30 am - 1:30 pm
 
27/28  Thanksgiving Holiday

wATCH Resources, a nonprofit organization 
for adults with disabilities in Tuolumne 
County, has finalized an agreement with 
the college for services, starting October 27. 
Workers will remove litter in the student 
parking lots, including the Columbia Student 
Housing areas on Mondays and Thursdays. In 
addition, they will be maintaining the parking 
area stairwells. n

WATCH workers help 
keep campus clean

From left: WATCH workers Chris Vincelet, Steve Holmes, 
Michelle Sullivan and Bradley Sturm


