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COLUMBIA COLLEGE FOUNDATION  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

 
January 21, 2014 • 12:00 – 1:30 pm 

 
Location:  Peppery Gar & Brill, Sonora, California 

 
 
 
Board Members Present:  Rosetta Bannwarth, Pat Dean, Bill Dunlavy, Louise Goicoechea, Ed.D., 
Mike Heuton, Mel Kirk, Randy Selesia, Stephanie Suess, Keturah Wilk 
 
Staff Present:  Dr. Leslie Buckalew, Kasey Fulkerson, Amy Nilson, Gary Whitfield 
 
Advisory Council Present:  Wendy Griffiths-Bender, Faculty Senate                
 
Absent (Excused):  Mike Chimente, Richard Matranga, Joe Silva 
 
Guests:  Lee Ann Fox, Kenan McDonald, Judy Myers, Nate Rein, Colette Such, Jeff Tolhurst 
 

1. Call to Order (12:04 pm by CCF President, Mel Kirk) 
A. Welcome & Introductions – Board President, Mel Kirk asked that everyone introduce 

themselves, since there are so many guests in attendance. Guest speaker, Nate Rein 
Athletic Director thanked the board for their support through mini-grants over the last 
two semesters. Columbia College coaches work hard to raise funds for their individual 
programs. With the board’s recent approval of two fall mini-grant requests, the 
women’s volleyball program is able to purchase volleyball nets and the men’s basketball 
program can rest assured that funding is secured for bus rental rather than college vans 
for tournament travel. The vans were dangerous and the team is very grateful for the 
Foundation’s support. Mr. Rein encouraged the Board to come out and catch a game. 
Next game, Porterville tomorrow at 5:00 and Fresno City College, Saturday at 6:00. 

 
 



Columbia College Foundation • Board Meeting Minutes 1/21/14 
Page 2 of 5 

B. Approval of November 19, 2013 Meeting Minutes – Mr. Kirk presented the November 
19, 2013 board meeting minutes for review. Randy Selesia moved to accept the minutes 
with one minor change (Mel Kirk should be listed under excused absence, as he was not 
in attendance). Louise Goicoechea seconded the motion and the vote was carried 
unanimously in favor of approval. Kasey Fulkerson will note the change in the minutes. 

 
C. Guest Speaker – Jeff Tolhurst, Ph.D., Geosciences/GIS – Dr. Tolhurst thanked the board 

for funding his fall 2013 mini-grant proposal to purchase three astronomy cameras to be 
used primarily by students in the Physics and Earth Science programs. Dr. Tolhurst then 
provided the board a clear description of what his mini-grant will provide for his 
department.  Dr. Tolhurst also spoke about Dinner with the Scientists and Mad About 
Science (sponsored by Front Porch). 
 

D. Special Thank You – Mr. Kirk presented Interim College President, Dr. Leslie Buckalew 
with a thank you gift on behalf of the board. Dr. Buckalew did a wonderful job 
supporting the Foundation’s efforts and being present for all board events/meetings as 
often as her schedule allowed.  
 
Additionally, the board presented new mother, Keturah Wilk, a gift. Ms. Wilk recently 
had her fourth child in five years and the board is very grateful Ms. Wilk has continued 
to remain a dedicated board member and supporter of the Foundation through her very 
busy schedule at home. 

 
2. Old Business (Mel Kirk) – No old business to report. 

 
3. New Business (Mel Kirk) 

A. 38th Annual Columbia Wine Tasting – Mr. Kirk informed the board that the 38th 
Annual Columbia Wine Tasting will be held on Sunday, April 13, 2014 from 1-4 pm. 
Board members who would like to help will receive a free wristband to enjoy the 
event, after their volunteer shift (more information to come). 
 

B. Tom Johnson Estate – (Amy Nilson, Director of Development) 
Ms. Nilson provided the board an update on the status of the Tom Johnson estate. 
The Foundation recently had an appraiser (Jan Hiebert) perform a walkthrough of 
the estate, which established an approximate worth of $10,000. After a lengthy 
discussion regarding the Foundation’s options for selling the items, i.e., eBay, Craig’s 
List, etc., Pat Dean moved to proceed rapidly toward selling the items and not to 
take less than a minimum bid of $4,000. Bill Dunlavy seconded the motion, while 
including approval to pay Jan Hiebert Appraisals $350 for her work on the items. The 
vote passed unanimously in favor of approval. Ms. Nilson will move forward with 
selling the items as quickly as possible. 
 



Columbia College Foundation • Board Meeting Minutes 1/21/14 
Page 3 of 5 

4. Financial Reports (Gary Whitfield, VP of Administrative Services) 
A. Review & Acceptance of 2013-2014 1st Quarter Financial Report – Mr. Whitfield 

reviewed the 2013-2014 1st Quarter Financial Report. Stephanie Suess moved to 
accept the financials as presented. Mike Heuton seconded the motion and the vote 
carried unanimously in favor of approval. 

 
B. Review & Acceptance of Final Audit Report June 30, 2013 – Mr. Whitfield reviewed 

the Final Audit Report (the board received a copy of the audit, as well as a formal 
letter from the auditors to the board). The board was encouraged to speak to Mr. 
Whitfield should they have any questions after reviewing the reports. Additionally, 
the Foundation’s tax returns were sent to all board members via email for their 
review. Randy Selesia moved to accept the audit as presented. Louise Goicoechea 
seconded the motion and the vote carried unanimously in favor of approval. 

 
5. Committee Reports 

A. Finance Committee – No business to report. 
B. Nominating Committee (Keturah Wilk, Chair) 

1. Update on Board Recruitment – Ms. Wilk informed the board that the 
nominating committee plans to meet at the beginning of February to discuss the 
new potential board members. The committee will work with the goal of sending 
formal nominations to the March board meeting. Board members were 
encouraged to contact Ms. Wilk if they have any more potential board members 
they would like to recommend. 

C. Executive Committee – No business to report. The committee will meet soon to 
work on creating the policy recommended per the recent audit.  

D. Development Committee (Rosetta Bannwarth, Chair) – Ms. Bannwarth deferred to 
Stephanie Suess to discuss the launching of the Lecture Series, first topic – WATER. 
Ms. Suess reported that leading water expert, John Mills, is working with Ms. Suess 
on a contractual basis with the Chicken Ranch Rancheria Tribe and is currently on 
the governor’s drought taskforce. Mr. Mills has agreed to be the keynote speaker for 
the Foundation’s event. Ms. Suess informed the board that she has been in contact 
with the Sonora High School staff and the best date to rent the auditorium is March 
13th. The development committee will meet soon to discuss the specifics of the 
event. 

E. Mini-Grants Committee (Mike Heuton) 
1. Spring 2013 Applications – Amy Nilson informed the board that an email with all 

of the applications attached will be sent to the committee after the February 
submission deadline. The committee will meet in March to discuss awards.  
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F. Scholarship Committee (Amy Nilson) – Ms. Nilson reported that 155 applicants made 
it through the new online scholarship system and were processed in the month of 
December.  
Scholarships have been very time consuming for staff. Ms. Nilson indicated that she 
can see the potential for the Foundation down the road (in terms of cultivating and 
acquiring new donors); however, at the moment it is bogging down office 
production. Ms. Nilson thanked those board members who participated in the Osher 
selection process. Mr. Kirk encouraged the entire board to be involved with the 
selection process during the next round. 
 

6. College/District Updates 
A. Development Office Report (Amy Nilson) – Ms. Nilson reported that the Title III 

Annual Performance Report is complete and has been submitted. Ms. Nilson 
thanked Kasey Fulkerson, Colette Such and Gary Whitfield for their work in keeping 
excellent track of the grant to this point.  
 
Ms. Nilson informed the board that the Fire Academy is requesting additional 
turnout gear for its students, as the program enrollment has increased substantially. 
Ms. Nilson thought that the proposal was a good fit for the Sonora Area Foundation 
(SAF) and will be submitting a grant request to them. Ms. Suess voiced her concern 
with departments requesting funding for projects that the college should be 
supplying. Mike Heuton inquired whether the program allowed more students to 
enroll than it should have or that it could adequately support. The board expressed 
concern that there could possibly be a safety issue if there are more students than 
turnout gear. Dr. Buckalew assured the board that the college would never put 
students in harm’s way. The fire program is going through a revamp. It can (and 
should) grow. It’s possible that Shane Warner is exploring resources for growth. 
Randy Selesia asked if students are responsible for any materials themselves. The 
board would like to hear from Shane Warner so that they have a good 
understanding of the program need(s). Amy Nilson will invite Mr. Warner to a future 
board meeting. In the meantime, the board agreed to have Ms. Nilson write the 
proposal to SAF for the turnout gear.  

The Manzanita building is packed up for the remodel and the foundation’s art 
collection has been moved to a storage unit across campus. 
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B. Advisory Council Members Reports 
1. College Report – Dr. Buckalew informed the group that enrollment is down. There is 

growth money that could come down from the state; the state’s budget looks 
promising for community colleges. Columbia is currently advertising for new faculty 
positions. 

2. District Report – Due to Dr. Lynn Martin’s absence, this item was deferred. 
3. Classified Senate – Due to Elissa Creighton’s absence, this item was deferred. 
4. Faculty Senate – Wendy Griffiths-Bender excused herself prior to her report to 

attend another meeting; therefore, no report was given. 
5. Student Senate – Due to Caira McFarland’s absence, this item was deferred.  
 

7. Adjournment 
There being no further business, CCF President, Mel Kirk adjourned the meeting at 1:40 
p.m. 

 
 
 
 
____________________________________________     
Minutes respectfully submitted by Kasey Fulkerson, Recording Secretary 


